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emerged courtesy of the Internet. 
Bluefty.com, SmartBargains.com and 
YOOX.com (for European designers) 
have good prices on designer over­
runs and overstocks. 

"Instead of putting summer mer­
chandise out in spring, like retailers 
do," says Melissa Payner, president of 
Bluefty.com, "we put it on our site in 
summer. That's one reason our price 

point is typically 40% lower than re­
tail stores. As the season progresses, 
the price gets reduced more and more 
until the 'Blue Sale; when everything 
is up to 85% off." At press time a $645 
black Dolce & Gabbana wool coat was 
selling for $149.99. 

Selection is limited on these sites, 
so be ready to move fast. 

TECHNOLOGY 
Cheap, Fast Infotainment 

Thinking about investing in ex­
pensive new Web and TV services? 
Explore these options first: 

Before switching to a broadband 
connection, consider an acceleration 
service from your Internet provider. 
The service enables your 56K modem 
to surf the Web at speeds up to five 
times faster-though not as fast as 
broadband. These are available for 
free from AOL and EarthLink; other 
services, such as Propel and NetZero, 
charge an additional $5 to $7.95 per 
month. Before you buy, ask which files 
(such as music and photos) will still be 
time-consuming to receive and send. 

Really want broadband but can't de­
cide between cable and DSL? Ask what 
kind of breaks on price your cable or 
phone companies offer for bundling 
these services, says Gordon van 
Zuiden of cyberManor in Los Gatos, 
California. 

Considering buying a digital video 
recorder (DVR). which lets you record 
shows onto a hard drive inside the unit 
instead of onto a tape or disc? Before 
springing for a TiVo box ($199 to be 
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BUYING CARS ON EBAY: AN
 

N
EARLY 450,000 used cars were 
auctioned on eBayMotors.com 
last year. Jeff Bryan of used-car 

valuation service Edmunds.com ex­
plains how and why it works: 

"Haggling is easier online than 
in person. Also, you can look for spe­
cific years and models all over the 
country. First, check the true market 

value of the car you want. 

able to record 40 hours, plus $12.95 a 
month), ask your cable or satellite-TV 
company if it leases a channel-changer 
box with built-in DVR, which will spare 
you the purchase price and save you 
space, van Zuiden says. 

Digital Camera Essentials 
Most people who buy a digital cam­

era just want a compact model whose 
pictures look great on computer 
screens and as printouts. Steve 
Kruschen, an independent electron­
ics reviewer known as "Mr. Gadget," 
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Edmunds.com and 

Wheeler-dealer Bryan road 
tests online auctioning. 


